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Village Panchayat Act. The local Government had also
suspended the creation of new sanitation panchayats. The
Bill was then circulated for eliciting opinion- That
received so far indicates that public opinion outside the
Council is against the supersession of the Sanitation
and Public Management Act, and there appears to be
still scope for sanitation panchayats to exist side by side
with village panchayafs. It remains to be noted that
although the local Government in deference to the opinion
expressed in the Legislative Council-has set its face against
the constitution of more sanitation panchayats, it has
during the current year sanctioned the constitution of one
after a vain endeavour had been made to persuade the
people of the town concerned to apply instead for the
constitution of a village panchayat.

97.    The statement included as Appendix VI indi-
cates by revenue divisions the number of sanitation pan-
chayats which functioned in April 1928, their population,
constitution, and income and expenditure during the year
1927-28.    An  analysis of  their expenditure shows that
64 per cent was incurred on conservancy, 3 per cent on
water-supply, 11 per cent on roads and 22  per cent on
other administrative functions.    On the   receipts   side
56 per cent was on account of assessment on houses, buil-
dings or lands 26 per cent on account of licence   fees,
tolls and cattle registration fees,  etc., 0*3   per   cent on
account of fines levied under the Act'or under section 34
of the Police Act within the local areas,  and 17,7 per
cent on account of other miscellaneous receipts.

98.    That village sanitation panchayats have played
a useful part in developing  civic responsibility has never
been denied.    But the feeling of the present day that they
have outlived their usefulness has some justification.  The
division of responsibility within the same area between
panchayats and  district conncils is always apt to cause
irritation and uneconomic administration, and the duties
assigned to panchayats exclude responsibility for educa-
tion, which perhaps of all civic responsibilities is most
likely to develop the growth of a sense of duty and public
spirit.    The sanitation panchayat has been perpetuated
by the .desire to avoid the taxation that the assumption
of the wider responsibilities of a notified area or municipal
constitution entails; whilst in a  province predominantly
agricultural  the level  of  wealth  in towns which on the